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PROCEEDINGS AND ACTS OF THE ASSEMBLY (1740-1744)

This volume of the Archives is now ready for distribution. The
attention of members of the Society who do not now receive the
Archives is called to the liberal provision made by the Legislature,
which permits the Society to furnish to its own members copies of
the volumes, as they are published from year to year, at the mere
cost of paper, presswork, and binding. This cost is at present fixed
at one dollar, at which price members of the Society may obtain one
copy of each volume published during the period of their member-
ship. For additional copies, and for volumes published before they
became members, the regular price of three dollars is charged.

During the period covered by the early part of this volume, Samuel
Ogle was Governor. His administration, which had begun harmo-
niously, ended in acrimonious quarrels with the Lower House. The
Session of 1740 was largely concerned with the details of arranging
for Maryland’s contingent in the British Expedition against the
Spanish possessions in .America. The right of the Proprietary to
Ordinary (1. e., tavern) licenses caused discussions. The Lower
House expelled a member, because he had accepted a position under
the Proprietary and Ogle promptly prorogued the body. The dele-
gate was reélected and served in the Session of 1741, the last one
in Ogle’s governorship, during which session the question of arms
and ammunition aroused continued dispute.

William Bladen, a native of the Province, came as Ogle’s successor
and called a new Assembly, which met in 1742. His opening rela-
tions with the Assembly were auspicious and Bladensburgh, a new
town, was named for him. Provision was made for beginning the
construction of a house for the Governor at Annapolis. Worcester
County was formed and the project was introduced for a new county
in the Western part of the Province. The arms and ammunition
bill failed again; but most of the bills introduced passed. Indeed,
Bladen agreed to a bill providing for the trial of matters of fact in
the counties where they should arise, which act the Proprietary
vetoed. Poor debtors were ordered to be released and negotiations
with the Northern Indians were authorized. An address to the Pro-
prietary was adopted, offering him a substitute for quit-rents and,
as his reply did not come promptly, there was no Assembly session
in 1743. 1In 1744, the attempt to form Frederick County failed again
and the first suggestion was made to substitute what became Wico-
mico County nearly 125 years later. Several acts were passed con-
cerning the parishes of the established church and several temporary
laws were revived. The Lower House refused to pass a militia bill
or one for the purchase of arms. Bladen was indignant that the
Delegates had endeavored to meddle in the Indian embassy and
refused to allow them to investigate the expenditures of the tax on
tonnage and that on tobacco exported, while the Upper House refused
to pay for a Provincial Agent in England, or to exempt vessels
owned by Marylanders from taxation. In return, the Lower House
refused to appropriate further for the building of the Governor’s
house. Acerbity had succeeded to the pleasant relations between
Bladen and the Assembly.
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EXTINCT RIVER TOWNS OF THE CHESAPEAKE
BAY REGION.

Hrexry J. BERRLEY.

Tae CreaTioN oF THE River TownNs BY AcT OF ASSEMBLY.

The items for this article have been gathered together with
much difficulty, piecemeal from Statutes, Acts of Assembly,
Proceedings of 'Council, scattered records and wills. Frag-
ments have come from Hening, Reilly, Neill, Davis, Warfield,
Stanard, Bishop Meade, Lancaster, Scharf, McSherry, Wilstach
and many others. Inquiries of descendants of the former dwel-
lers in the River Towns were made in number. The lapse of
one and a half centuries has practically wiped out all but a
misty memory of these places, and even this memory will soon
be blotted out in the dusk of the evening. Tempus edax rerum.

Visits to some of the towns have helped a little; but with
infrequent exception the habitant of a locality knows nothing
of its former life and is, for the most part, entirely unin-
terested in its history.

The Creation of the River Towns.

The erection of River Towns, Burghs, Seaports, or Ports of
Entry, began in Virginia, 82, Charles II, June 1680, by Act
of Assembly ordering the institution of twenty new towns scat-

125
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tered over the Tidewater Colony. Under this Act fifty acres
of land were to be purchased, at suitable locations, for 10,000
1bs. of tobacco. This was to be divided into half acre lots and
sold to settlers at the rate of a lot for an hundred pounds of to-
bacco. The reduced rate was made to induce immigration, but
was qualified by tithes for the erection of churches and court
houses. In addition, there was also a curious rental or ground
rent of one ounce of flax, and two ounces of hemp seed, payable,
annually, on the tenth day of each and every October to the
magistrate of the town. Finally, a tithe of fifteen pence, an-
nually, was devoted to whatever Majesty was at the moment
seated on the throne of England.

Besides these emoluments the towns had to support them-
selves, by fees arising from taxes derived from warehouse
charges; the inhabitants of the neighborhood being compelled
to bring their tobacco, grain or other produce of the soil, to
these storehouses, and by harbour charges on imports and ex-
ports. Specific fees for the storage of casks, barrels and pack-
ages were made, also for lighterage. If the tobacco came a
distance of thirty miles it was to pay twenty pounds of tobacco
for each cask, or from places more remote a proportionate rate.

All ships coming into the rivers were obliged to anchor at
these ports, and unlade their cargoes, paying the excises to
the local governmental representative. The Act reads ¢ all
goods, English servants, Negroes and other slaves, and mer-
chandize whatsoever that shall be imported into this Colony,
after the 29th day of September 1681, shall be landed and laid
on shore, bought and sold at such appointed places aforesaid,
and at no other places whatsoever, under penalty and for-
feiture thereof.”

Evidently there was a general demur at these orders, so
much so that they were referred back to England and to Lord
Culpeper. They remained for some time in abeyance, but were
reénacted in October 1705, with additions, under Queen Anne,
and for a time enforced. New towns were projected and old
names changed to new ones. Practically, the law remained as
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written in 1680, except that “ servants, slaves and salt,” were
not allowed to be landed at all without definite restrictions.

Laws of the River Towns.!

Under the Act most definite regulations were set forth for
the government of the burghs or towns.

A Hustings, or court, was first instituted that had juris-
diction over civil suits and ordinary offences, for which the
the fine would not be over £30. An appeal might be taken
from the decision of the Hustings to the County Court on de-
posit of sufficient security.

Next, a Town Council, denominated “ Benchers of the Guild
Hall ” was to be formed of eight of the principal inhabitants,
for the guidance of the public affairs of the town, “servants,
apprentices and persons under the age of twenty-one years”
being excluded from it. From the eight Benchers, a Director
had to be chosen to preside over their meetings. Three of the
Benchers with the Director constituted a quorum to hold court.
Every Court so installed “ shall be held to be a Court of Record
within the Colony, and have a Common Seal.” It shall
have jurisdiction of all cases of meum and tuum, bargain, traf-
fic and trade, within the town and in the road and harbour
thereto belonging, not exceeding the value of £ 80. sterling.”

Jurisdiction over petty larcenies, immorality, cursing, swear-
ing, Sabbath breaking, drunkenmess, and a long list of other
crimes, were given them. The Benchers had power to hold
court once a week, swear in a town clerk, bailiff, cryer, con-
stable and other officers.

The Bencher, on being inducted into office, after the oath
to support the reigning Sovereign, was obliged to swear “ that
he will do right to all manner of people and to the burgh
without favour, affection, or partiality, and that he will not,
directly or indirectly, take any gift or reward for anything
relating to his said office, So help me God.”

! Hening’s Statutes, 1681, 1705, 1710.
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They had the power to sell, alienate land, create joint stock
or capital for the use and improvement of the town.

Assistants to the Benchers, or a “ Council,” were to be cre-
ated when the resident number of families attained the num-
ber of sixty; also when this density of population was reached,
the town was to send a Burgess to the Assembly at Wil-
liamsburg.

Newcomers to the town were to be considered as actual resi-
dents with power to vote at elections for replacing benchers
and assistants, only when they had lived there for six months
and had purchased property. This property qualification,

everywhere, seems to have been held of great importance.

Civic Punctions.

In the erection of the towns great attention was given, in
the laws, to the civie regulations of the people. The church
came first, the court house or Guild Hall next, both with espe-
cial taxes to provide for their building and maintenance. The
town must be a body corporate. It must have market days,
twice or thrice a week, and merchandize and produce of all
kinds must be sold only on these days. Rules and regulations
providing against the sale of stale or improper articles of food
were stringent.

At certain seasons of the year, usually in September and
October, Fairs were to be held for four or five days to attract
the people from more or less distant neighborhoods, and make
them acquainted one with another, both commercially and so-
cially. The Fair would also induce a spirit of rivalry in the
display of products, as well as advertise the facilities of the
town.

An institution, curious to the modern, was the “Merchant
Guild.” All the Benchers and the Assistants must belong to
these bodies, and were enjoined to build large and handsome
Guild Halls in every town. ‘These corporate bodies must have
exercised considerable influence over the social life of the com-
munity, as well as of the artificers and tradespeople under
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them. Each township was to be a small world to itself, only
conjoined with other members of the colony by the river and
the ships and boats coming in and departing from its haven.
The settling of immigrant artisans and tradesmen in the town
must also have been greatly encouraged by their activities.
The Guild Hall at Dumfries stands today, almost alone, as
an example of the better class of these structures.

Eleven years earlier than Virginia, the Maryland Assembly
in 1669, in the thirty-seventh year of the Dominion of Cecelius
Calvert, created Sea Ports with the same general plan of serv-
ing the thinly settled neighborhoods, and again in 1683, had
further enlarged their number. From these places, tobacco and
grain could be shipped to foreign countries, and at them, mer-
chandise, goods and commodities of the Mother country might
be unladed. Here the proper excises on imports could be
collected for the maintenance of the Proprietary and the Col-
ony. Up to the year 1669 the entrepots (on the West shore
of the Bay) had been St. Mary’s City, Porto Tobacco and
Chaptico, all on the Potomac River.

By the Act of 1683, St. Josephs, St. James, New Town,
Queen Tree, on the Patuxent, Annapolis and Londontown, on
the Severn and South Rivers, respectively, were authorized.
There were others that hardly arose before they fell into disuse,
including the first town of Baltimore on Bush River (Act of
1669).2 At many of them there was only a wharf and store-
house. At the time of the Revolution all of the Western Shore
River Towns created by the Act of 1683 were dead with the
exception of Annapolis, Londontown and Queen Tree. The
last was a mouldering ruin; Londontown was dying, because
trade was rapidly departing from it and going to its rival
Annapolis, and that in turn was becoming subservient to the
New Baltimore on the Patapsco.

2 Herrington, St. Mary’s City on St. George’s River, Calverton, Bush
River, were all of this date. The Act of 1671 repeats practically the
provisions of that of 1669.
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The Shipping.

All of the River Towns were dependent for their growth
and prosperity on foreign and internal commerce brought to
them by water, and the distribution of their cargoes to buyers
from distriets lying around them. A glance at one or two of
the invoices of ships in the early days may be interesting.
Here is one brought to Annapolis in the good ship ¢ Goulden
ffortune” consigned to Owen James of Annapolis in the year
1665, and about which there was some litigation.

“ 8 suits of aparel of Cloath flowerty/two ells of Canuise/
nine ells & one-half of Dowles/one flock bed, boulster and
rugge/one feather bed boulster rugge & bed coards, and a matt/
eleven thousand nayles/six broad hoes/six flening Axes; two
narrow hoes/one drawing knife/one kilderkin/two cotton Was-
coates/two payre of cotton Hose/Two payre of cotton drawers/
three payre grey hose/four payre of cotton Hose/one dozen
payre of Shoes/one payre of boots/one hatt/all his gunpowder
containing half a hundred of powder/All his shot. One hun-
dred and one half weight. Two men servants aboard the ship
in the bill of sale/Ten cases and one half of strong Waters/
one runlet of sack.”

The London, Bristol and Glasgow merchants, in order to
promote trade also established stores in the River Towns for
the sale at retail. Their inventories look like the advertisement
of some of the present department stores; in fact the colonial
country store was the forerunner of this class.

We quote from the record of a Virginia country store in
1678 located in the wilds.®

“ Mens and Women’s shoes. French falls, Children’s shoes,
Axes, Steel Spades, a bramble saw, shovels and tongs, hammers,
Reaping Hooks, Scarlet Cloth, tapestry, Men’s woolen stock-
ings, brown sheeting, lawns, pintadales, fine calico, tufted Hol-
lands, blue linen, gloves, Women’s bodices, Children’s Women’s

3 Stanard, Oolonial Virginia.
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and boys Stockings, whalebone, candlewick, Thread of various
colors, Girls and women’s hoods, pins, ribbons, Ivory and horn
combs, Children’s eaps, buttons, silk galloon, silk floss, Tamy,
East India petticoats, Canvass, Wax, spoons, chains, Brandy,
Guns, Gunlocks, powder, Nutmegs, pepper, trays, Bellows, salt,
Milk pails and stillyards.”

That the ladies believed in ribbons and furbelows is testi-
fied to by the numerous articles of personal adornment in the
above list.

By 1757 articles of luxury had become frequent. An in-
ventory of that year gives “ Mahogany chests of drawers, dres-
sing tables, card tables, claw tables, chairs, bedsteads with silk
or damagk furniture, window curtains, large gilt sconce glasses,
Turkey carpets, a spinet, linens, iron, brass and pewter wares
of sundry sorts for home use.”

The character of these items mark a very considerable ad-
vance in the desire for comfort and luxury in this new world.

Social Dwversions.

Tt is probable that the social life of the River Towns, when
they attained to any size was fuller than that of the village
of the Middle States at the present day. The Marylanders
and Virginians were known for their hospitality, and fondness
for entertaining, gaming and drinking. They led, generally,
a life that was rather easy than strenuous, and had time on
their hands to enjoy themselves in social diversions. The town
ordinary was an important point for meetings, where abun-
dance of wines and liquors were to be had, together with cards,
bowls, and the exchange of the latest gossip and news, that
reached them after the arrival of ships from England, as well
as from other parts of the colonies.

Some of these inns were comfortable and well furnished;
even elegant to a degree not to be expected in a new country.
The one at Leedstown is described in 1775, as appointed ‘ with
elegant mahogany movables, with many copperplate engravings
on the wall.” .
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The tavern at Dumfries saw much of the fashion of this ele-
vated and refined community in the many entertainments that
were held there. It was alsc the stopping point for all travel-
lers of distinction journeying between the northern states,
Fredericksburg and Williamsburg. Fredericksburg had an-
other noted inn, the “Rising Sun,” Baltimore Town on the
Gunpowder, its “ Red Lion,” but the most noted of the taverns
was the Raleigh at Williamsburg with its wainscotted banquet-
ing hall, the scene of many brilliant balls and assemblies.

The semi- or annual Fair was designed after the old English
and German custom, not only to bring buyers and sellers to-
gether, but it gathered together the people to be amused as
well as instructed as to what their neighbors were doing in
the race of life. The amusements were much in the order of
the present day, harlequins, minstrels and montebanks, and out
of door plays of which we have little record. Games of chance,
attractive to all, were frequent. They included some rather
unusual things, the raffling of a young negro or negress, a lot
or parcel of land that someone wished to be rid of, a variety
of articles of merchandise, silver buckles and other articles
of adornment. Foot races for men, the prize a saddle or bri-
dle, were always a part of the Fair; likewise quarterstaff con-
tests, the chase of the greased pig, as well as other similar
diversions afforded entertainment to the boisterous. But the
horse race, the chance to indulge in the most popular of all
the colonial sports, in which low and high participated, and
upon which large sums were made and lost, drew the greatest
erowd. Even the descendants of the Puritans and Quakers
of Anne Arundel did not disdain to participate in such sport.

Another common ground upon which Cavalier and Puritan
equally stood was the indulgence in strong drink, and in the
places where trade flourished everyone had sufficient money to
spend on rum and brandy at 10 and 16 shillings the gallon
respectively, or upon the finer Sherry and Madeira at four shil-
lings the quart.

In the earliest days of the settlements, as early as 1643, laws
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were made very stringent against “the excessive and scandal-
ous importations of strong waters into the colony,” which had
become the cause of general reproach.

Literature in the towns was not neglected as a means of
recreation and advancement. The Maryland and Virginia
Gazettes contained the current news of the day, while religious
books, the poets,—Addison, Pope, Milton, Dryden, Shakes-
peare,—seem among the favorites. There were meany sub-
scribers to the magazines,~—the Spectator, the Tattler, the Gen-
tlemen’s Magazine. Books in Latin and French are frequently
mentioned in wills. Shakespeare seems to have been a gen-
eral favorite; Hudibras is occasionally referred to. The in-
ventories of the country merchants show that they carried
books regularly in stock.

If the few records existent can be believed, the ladies of the
better class in the River Towns were much occupied. It is
true that most of them were well provided with negro servants;
yet the task of constantly overseeing them, the management of
the household, the work of the loom, the making of clothes for
the slaves, and a thousand petty trifles gave a vast deal of oc-
cupation and considerable thought. The lady of the home’s
badge of authority was nothing less than the basket hanging
from the wrist laden with the heavy and complicated keys of
the day, the ones that opened chests and presses as well as
smokehouse and cellar, the place where provisions were kept
cool and sweet for the winter’s consumption. And such cellars
were these, deep and wide, with thick walls dug far below the
surface, so that the scattered rays of light entering a low, half-
boarded window, “ made darkness visible.” One saw only huge
arches and the outline of long corridors extending into the
darkness beyond, wherein hung rows of hams and flitches of
bacon, the white coverings looking, for all the world, like the
ghastly bodies of little children on a line in some ogre’s pantry.

Perhaps, in the afternoons there was time to slip away to
some neighbor’s house for a dish of Bohea and some gossip,
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a custom, that alas is now dying away, I am not sure, but to
the detriment of mankind.

Again, there was the education of the children, where no
regular schools obtained, and where tutors were infrequent and
uncertain, also the important dancing lessons for the girls.
This was the chief diversion, as indeed everyone danced in those
days, day and night. “ Wherever there was company there
was dancing.” Burnaby, about 1750, remarks (of the ladies)
“that it was almost their only amusement.” It was the best
opportunity to display their fine silks and brocades “ which
rustled and trailed behind them.” For the young people it
was an age of hunting, racing, dancing and indolence. The
African leaven was exercising its deteriorating influence, and
the debt to life was not being fully paid, leaving an usury to
be borne by a later generation.

I have taken a few of the extinet River Towns as examples;
one on South River, Anne Arundel County, Maryland, the
others on the banks of the Potomac. All of them are typical;
that is they are of the best types of this kind of settlement,
and all of them belong to a region where there was similarity of
population and a common interest; one may add that there was
but one main commercial interest, that of tobacco growing and
export.

LONDONTOWN ON SOUTH RIVER, ANNE ARUNDEL
COUNTY, MD.

(240TH ANN1VERSARY OF ITs FounDiNe. 1683-1923.)

Hzexry J. BerxrLEY.

In 1648 a party of Dissenters, led by Richard Bennett, left
Nansemond County and the James River region of Virginia,
and came to Lord Baltimore’s province to enjoy religious lib-
erty; incidently to constrain others to their own militant be-
lief. They settled, first, at a place they named Providence,
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on the south bank of the Severn, and proceeded to occupy the
adjacent territory on this and the South and West Rivers, in
what is now Anne Arundel County. They found a pleasant,
rolling, fertile country, with the essential water communica-
tion between all principal points. The land was fruitful and
soon the industry of the settlers made it grow and flourish.

It is true that these Puritans were always at loggerheads
with the Proprietary, but, they always managed to obtain just
what they wanted, even an Act of Toleration from Lord Balti-
more. Owing to the Cromwellian troubles in England, while
the Baltimore interests were in abeyance, they became the para-
mount power in the Colony, and with the assistance of their
brethren in Charles County, dominated the Catholic element.

In 1650, a Captain William Burgess, a sea-faring man who
had evidently been some time in the Palatinate, settled with
his brother-in-law, Richard Beard, on the south bank of South
River, about three miles from the mouth. He established a
fleet of small ships trading between Maryland and Bristol. In
the same year a company of one hundred and fifty immigrants
were brought over seas by him, and settled in his neighborhood.

Captain Burgess built a wharf on his property, which, after
the Act of 1683 became Londontown. Annapolis was too far
off for easy communication, while the new site was accessible
to the rich country lying to the southwards, between South
River and Herring Creek. Burgess in the same year laid off
a portion of his plantation into town lots, and associated with
him, in the enterprise, Richard Beard, Thomas Besson and
Nicholas Gassaway. Thomas Lynthecombe, a neighbor, became
the first purchaser of a plot in the new town.!

The proprietary determined to locate a ‘Court House on the
South River as soon as a suitable building could be constructed.
This Court House was immediately built on a twenty five foot
lot, and appears to have been the forum for many legal con-

" No plan of the town site can be found, nor can the actual number
of lots be determined. No. 62 is the highest number ascertainable. The
town land covered 50 to 60 acres.
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tentions. Furthermore, a Commission of neighboring land
owners of the neighborhood was appointed, under William Bur-
gess, who mainly conducted the affairs of the infant town.
After the death of Commissioner Burgess (whose body lies bur-
ied under a tomb stone on the Steuart farm, about half a mile
from the river) his son, Edward, was appointed by the Council,
Justice and Commissioner.

In January 1694, an important Court Meeting was held at
Londontown to divide the County into parishes and districts,
according to the Act of Assembly of 1692. It was presided
over by Col. Nicholas Greenbury and Thomas Tench, Esq.,
Councillors, and attended by Mr. James Saunders, Maj. Henry
Ridgely, Capt. Nicholas Gassaway, Mr. Henry Constable, Mr.
Philip Harwood, Mr. John Dorsey and Mr. Seth Biggs, the
two last from Herring Creek, to advocate the establishment of
St. James Parish in that locality. All Hallow’s, as well as
the other Upper Anne Arundel Parishes were erected at this
time. There is no mention of a church at Londontown.

In 1695 a County Court was held at Londontown lasting
the last two weeks of October. The same year the Assembly
ordered that George Slacum’s account be examined “ for bring-
ing the Cage, Whipping Post, Pillory and Stone from London-
town to Anmnapolis” and referred to the county to be paid.
This action would indicate that the chief fount of justice for
Anne Arundel had been at Londontown, and was now trans-
ferred to the Capital.

The Town Council for the year 1696 comprised Captain
Henry Houslope, John Gresham, William Roper, Mr. Edward
Burgess, Mr. Walter Phelps and Mr. John Watkins. The taxa-
bles for this year numbered 460 persons.

In 1698, Capt. Nicholas Gassaway, designated ¢ Merchant
of Londontown ” records the sale of lot no. 28 to Thomas Ball
of the County of Devon, England. In 1699 John Larkin sold
to John Baldwin two lots, “ including the house in which Court
was formerly held” indicating that a new building had been
constructed for the service of the legal profession at that date.
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During Captain Edward Burgess’ Justiceship (Assembly
Proceedings, 1692), there is the record of a trial involving
the conspiracy of a Captain Cood (and his associates), belong-
ing to “Brown’s Fleet of Plymouth,” who had attempted to
destroy a packet of letters addressed to the Governor of the
Colony for their own ends.

The only glint of humour in the proceedings of the London-
town ‘Court, is when, Mr. John Hammond, rejoicing too heart-
ily on the announcement of the downfall of the Catholic House
of Stuart, and the accession of the Protestant William of
Orange, is severely admonished by the court not to be too cock-
sure, as William may not after all have succeeded his gracious
Majesty, King James.?

In 1706 Londontown was designated by the Assembly as
a port for the “unlading of Negroes, wares, goods and com-
modities.” To the East of the town, on the further borders
of Glebe Creek, the remains of negro cabins of unusual con-
struction, are still to be found. Possibly this was the location
of the slave market, at which in 1734, James Dick, Joseph
Muatt and James Nicholson sell a “ parcel of Choice, country
born negroes.” 2 ,

It is quite probable that blacks, in numbers, were brought
by ship, sold, and distributed among the plantations. That
they were of a race superior to the ordinary slave is attested
by their descendants, who are of a better class, better address,
as well as more law abiding than the majority of the Negroes
of Baltimore. This has been maintained by comparative isola-
tion from the deteriorating effects of the large towns, as well
as by the lack of ready communication with the marts of com-
merce. Owing to the isolation from railroads in this Lower

2 The Messenger from Lord Baltimore to the Colony died en route, and
official news of the accession of William of Orange did not reach Annapolis
until months after it was officially known in the other Colonies. The
delay caused Lord Baltimore quite a little trouble.

3 Md. Gazette, 1734, James Dick, “ Merchant of Londontown ” and a
prominent citizen, arrived from England during this year. His tombstone
is at All Hallow’s Church.
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Anne Arundel section, the country still retains many of its
primitive features. It is one of the few places remaining in
the Middle Atlantic States where strings of ox teams are to
be seen on the highways, with, by the side of the patient kine,
the equally patient black drivers.

About the year 1725 an era of great prosperity began not
only for Londontown but for the whole lower Arundel region.
Brick houses of large size and considerable architectureal pre-
tension began to dot the landscape, replacing those of an older
and cruder order. These red brick mansions contrasted pleas-
ingly with the green of the extensive woodlands that surrounded
them, as they do today. Often they were built of a peculiarly
laid brickwork, unknown in the colonial world outside of lower
Maryland and the upper reaches of the Potomac River on the
Virginia side (brickwork laid * all headers”), in confrast to
the five course, English or Flemish bond, found elsewhere.

At this period, Londontown was at the height of its growth
and activity. ‘Commerce flourished, lines of ships were estah-
lished to the South England Ports of Bristol, Plymouth and
London, and the staple crop, tobacco, was in constant demand.
In 1746 the town was of sufficient size and importance to have
quartered upon it two companies of Royal Foot (the arrange-
ment was made, but, apparently, never carried into effect).
Probably a guess of forty or fifty dwelling houses, would be
a maximum number.

The surroundings are so overgrown with brush and forest,
that little can be seen, and scattered cellars are difficult to dis-
cover in a tangle of brambles.

Today not a'single dwelling or warehouse of any kind re-
mains; the elements, fire, and the hand of man have done their
work thoroughly. The last brick dwelling house, sometime the
residence of Anthony Stewart, of Peggy Stewart fame, de-
parted only a few years ago; its ecrumbling walls and toppling
chimneys marking the end of the life of a bygone day.

It is a rather curious circumstance that the location of a
church, or churches, in Londontown has never been found. In
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a rapidly growing community, composed largely of Episcopal-
1ans both from England and from Virginia, there must have
been a place of religious service. In the strict days of 1705,
Queen Anne required church and court house as soon as a town
was constituted, and it is likely that both the Established
Church and the Dissenters had some place to worship. Church
or churches may have been of wood, but it is strange that all
tradition of their location should have been lost.

The ruins of the Glebe House may still be seen toward the
upper end of the creek of that name, and, possibly, the church
may have been near it. In 1694, the church known as All
Hallow’s was organized about five miles away. Perhaps, the
Mother Church was in the town, and the other was first built
as a Chapel of Ease. The Rev. Duel Pead, its first rector, was
in the colony in 1682. In 1683 he preached before the Assem-
bly. In 1694 he became rector of the entire South River Par-
ish. Tt is quite possible that between 1683 and 1694 he of-
ficiated at Londontown, “ the tendency being toward the Epis-
copate rather than to the Presbyterianism of Annapolis.” *

Pead was succeeded by the Rev. ‘Colebatch of Derbyshire,
who, for more than ten years presided, acceptably, over South
River Hundred and All Hallow’s Church. He ig called by a
fellow rector, “ a Whig, one of the best of men.,” At the time
of the Revolution the Rev. Daniel Love was rector, and by that
date the taxables of the parish had increased to the number of
twelve hundred.

Somewhere about the year 1730-5, the Town Hall that has
lasted to the present day was built, the last of several edifices
for public purposes, and the most pretentious. It is well pro-
portioned, unadorned, square, early Georgian structure of the
Villa Julia order, two stories, with high basement, of the all-
header brickwork; the largest of Maryland colonial buildings
up to the time of its erection. The walls are massive, have
little ornament beyond a banded course, the general effect being

¢ Davis, The Day Star.
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one of extreme simplicity of detail, even to the tympanum and
frieze. The result is excellent when viewed from a distance.
The elegance of proportion is enhanced by the spot on which
the building stands; a narrow plateau ending in a steep bank
running down to the water’s edge. It is just far enough from
the river, about three rods, to gain the full effect as one sails
to the shore from the water.

The interior has been so greatly changed that one cannot
judge of the first arrangement. The old flooring has vanished,
but the joists, of hewn black gum, are as solid as when they
were set in place nearly two centuries ago, and still show the
adze marks. The well worn main entrance steps of English grit
stone and deep vestibule, denote that the edifice was devoted
to public uses. A flight of five steps rises to the level of the
first floor joists; then there is a platform with a rise of one
step to the vestibule, then two steps again to the first floor
level. The door trims are perfectly plain, and may not be the
original ones. The cornice is severe, but effective. One is im-
pressed in wall, cornice and roof, by the harmony of proportion.

The points of the compass are closely adhered to; the main
doorway facing the direct East. To the north is a small portico,
with rounded columns and roof matching the main one.

We can find ne account of a dedication of this Town Hall,
the noblest of any of the Maryland Colonial River Towns. It
may readily have happened that Charles, Lord Baltimore, pre-
vious to his departure for England in 1735, together with the
new Governor Ogle, may have attended a ball given there in
their honour, and in full court dress and peruke, danced with
the wives and daughters of the townsmen, the Burgess’, Brew-
ers, Lynthecombes, Gassaways, Snowdens, Wootens, Ridgelys,
Larrimores and Stewarts.® This we know from the records,
that letters were sent to him from Annapolis, to be conveyed
to his ship lying at Londontown previous to his departure for
England. At this date, “the town, in point of intellectual

* List incomplete.
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culture and refinement, was in advance of the one on the Severn
River.” ¢ Even at the time of Governor Sharpe’s departure
from Maryland, the South River was the favorite shipping
point for all high personages, and he left it, with his party,
inclusive of Mrs. Ogle, for their London mansion.

The Town Hall, the lone survivor of the wreck of the town,
has been preserved to us by its purchase in 1886, by the County
authorities as an almshouse. At that date the roof was in bad
order, the floors equally so, and ruin would have shortly fol-
lowed but for its preservation by the local government. The
outside is entirely unchanged since it was built. The interior
has been remodelled for the purposes for which it is now
used.”

‘Who shall contend with time, unvanquished time,
The conqueror of conquerors, and Lord of desolation.”

Norrs

Items from the Md. Gazette are of little interest in connection with
Londontown; in 1747 Samuel Preston Moore, advertises a house belonging
to the late Dr. Richard Moore; also John Bredon, for a runaway negro
“Toby.” In 1752 the effects of the late Lieut. Thomas Caton are sold
at auction. In the same year Richard Moore sells a servant, and A.
Rawlings advertises for a stolen horse. In 1754 there is a notice of the
death of William Chapman, also of a Mr. West, then an advertisement of
Alexander Ferguson of his road house, and of William Brown of his cabinet-
making establishment.

It is doubtful whether ships of the late colonial period could dock in
the shallow waters at the wharves at Londontown. Vessels carrying 1000
casks of tobacco could only be laden by lightering from the shore, and to
this is largely ascribed the downfall of Londontown, the expense, in com-
parison to other ports, being too great.

¢ Davis, Day Star of Amer. Freedom.

" Tradition says that the Town Hall, after its disuse as a public build-
ing, was used by a Mr. Welch as his residence. On several occasions he
entertained General Washington when he was visiting Annapolis.

2
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Case AND OPINION OF THE ATTORNEY (GENERAL

Recorded in Liber T. L. No. 2, Fol. 763, 764.

Construction of a devise.

551. William Burgess, of Maryland, makes his last will and
testament, and in a clause thereof, makes the following devise,
and dies.

“Item. I give, grant and bequeath unto my son, William
Burgess, and to his heirs, for ever, all that messuage, land
and plantation, with the apurtenances whereon I now dwell,
situate, lying and being near South River, in Anne Arundel
County, with 800 acres adjoining, which I purchased of one
George Wastall, on a part whereof is a town apointed, called
London ; provided always, and my will is, that my dear and
loving wife, Ursula, shall, and may have, possess and enjoy
to her own proper use and benefit, all and singular, the premises
before mentioned to be given, for and during the term, and until
my son, William Burgess, accomplishes the age of twenty-one
years, and also afterwards, for and during the term of her
natural life, excepting all rights, profits, benefits, commodities,
advantages and privileges of London, or port of London; and
likewise of the full quantity of 200 acres, of the said 800 acres
of land, lying and being next to the said land, surveyed and
laid out for the said town or port.”

. The said William, the son, of the age of twenty-five years,
and issueless, died before Ursula, and so was never possessed
of the premises. Then Ursula dies.

Quaere. Whether the heir at law of the said William, the
father, (for he had sons by a former venter,) or the heirs at
law of William, the son, (for he had brothers by the same
venter), shall inherit the said land?

It is most plain that the inheritance of the plantation vested
in William Burgess, the son, by the will of the father, as by
purchase, and from him will descend to his next brother of the
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whole blood; and it is not material that he died in the life-
time of his mother, he taking by purchase, and not by descent.
Therefore there is no pretence for the brother of the half blood,
who is heir to the father, to claim his plantation, since whoever
is entitled, must be so, as heir to William the son, which none
but the whole blood can be.

Epwarp Norrey, March 9th, 1702-8.

THE LIFE OF THOMAS JOHNSON.

Epwarp S. DELAPLAINE.

Parr FirFTEEN.

(Copyright, 1924, by Hdward 8. Delaplaine.)

CHAPTER XIX.—Continued.

Segconp TerM as GovERNOR—RELIEF FOR WASHINGTON AT
VarLey ForGe.

Again the minds of Washington and Johnson were moving
in the same direction. Before the Governor had recommended
“ a preconcerted plan and timely orders for the purchase” to
prevent a recurrence of such dreadful conditions as then ex-
isted at Valley Forge, the Commander-in-Chief had already
begun to look for a remedy. There in the wilderness, as the
winds of winter whistled in the camp, the American General
was preparing his Address to the people of Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Maryland, Delaware and Virginia, asking them to drive
their cattle to the Continental Army in the following summer.
In this Address from his snow-bound encampment, Washington
assured the people not only that they would receive “ a bounti-
ful price” for their cattle, but also that in complying with
his request they would render “ a most essential service to the
illustrious cause of their country.”
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In sending a copy of the appeal to the Governor of Maryland,
Washington requested that it be given publicity in the news-
papers of the State. “ TFor reasons that will be obvious to
you,” 17 he suggested to the Governor, “ it is thought the pub-
lication of the inclosed Address may answer valuable ends;
and I beg leave to submit to you, whether it may not serve
to increase its effect, if it were ushered into the Papers of
your State with a recommendatory line from yourself. If you
should suppose there will be any impropriety in this, you will
be pleased notwithstanding to commit the Address itself to the
Printer.”

As the month of February, 1778, drew to a close, the situa-
tion began to brighten at Valley Forge. In all parts of Mary-
land quantities of provisions were being collected for the use
of the famished soldiers. In a letter to Governor Johnson,
dated February 23, General Gates admitted that the Commis-
sary General, in the purchase of supplies, had “ injured rather
than promoted the business,” and sent the thanks of the Board
of War for the splendid codperation of the Executive. “We
are happy in perceiving,” declared Gates in his letter to John-
son,**8 “that your Excellency and the Honorable Council are
making those exertions for its (the Army’s) assistance this
Board expected from your known zeal and patriotism.”

Already the opposing forces were looking forward to the next
campaign. The British having organized two troops of light
horse, the Americans were anxious to recruit several corps cf
cavalry in order to meet the Enemy on equal terms; and it was
about the first of March when Maryland and adjoining States
were asked by the committee at Valley Forge to raise their
quotas of horses and saddles. “ The number estimated for the
State of Maryland,” Congressman Franeis Dana told the Gov-
ernor,!® “ig three hundred ahd fifty, which we believe will
not appear by any means too large for the Resources of your

17T XVI Maryland Archives, 512.
218 Thid., 518.
119 Thid., 522.
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State which has with a laudable care cultivated a valuable breed
of Horses for a long time past. We doubt not but on this
occasion your Excellency and the Gentlemen of the Legislature
will favor us with a continuance of those Exertions the bene-
ficial Effects of which we have already experienced.”

At this time the British troops in Philadelphia and the vicin-
ity of New York numbered about 35,000; while the total
strength of the American Army—including nearly twelve thou-
sand disheartened men at Valley Forge—was barely 15,000.
As the Enemy continued to grow more formidable, Congress
resolved that the Continental Army should be increased to 40,
000 men, in addition to the artillery and cavalry. And, accord-
ingly, Governor Johnson was asked to raise in Maryland nearly
3,000 additional soldiers.

It is needless to say that Johnson did all he could to supply
the new demand for recruits. In the Western part of the State
—where Johnson himself had served in 1776 as Brigadier-Gen-
eral and had raised several thousand men—Otho Holland Wil-
liams, a brilliant young officer, was placed in command. En-
tering the service as Lieutenant, and promoted to the rank of
Major after his march to Boston, Williams was wounded at
Fort Washington and held captive for more than a year until
he was exchanged for a British officer. On March 6, 1778,
Williams, still under the age of thirty, but now a Colonel, as-
sured Governor Johnson 12? that he desired to march to ITead-
quarters as soon as possible but declared the Army “ had better
be reinforced by a Regiment without a Colonel, than by a Col-
onel without a Regiment.”

Claiming that he had been able to locate scarcely more than
a hundred men, Colonel Williams, in his letter to the Governor,
said: “ The laws for recruiting and equipping men in this State
(of themselves deficient) I find very badly executed, and I
could wish it in my power to afford some assistance, which I
cannot possibly do until T am instructed where to get cash and

120 Scharf, Chronicles of Baltimore.
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how to subsist the recruits till they are equipped and fit for
duty.”

The request from Congress to supplement the Continental
forces was presented by Governor Johnson to the General As-
sembly, which reconvened on March 17 ; and a bill entitled ““ An
Act to procure troops for the American Army,” was promptly
introduced. In its preamble, the bill declared that Congress
called for “the most vigorous exertions to bring a powerful
Army into the field the ensuing campaign ” and added that the
cobperation of Maryland towards this end was the “ indispensa-
ble duty of this State.” The Act was passed—but all that it
did was to authorize the Governor and Council “to continue
the recruiting service in the most effectual manner.” 2 And
50, the problem of raising the quota was simply handed back to
the Executive. 3

Meanwhile, the Legislature was also considering a bill to ex-
pedite the purchase of meat and on March 20 adopted a resolu-
tion asking Congress for one hundred thousand doliars for the
purchase of provisions in the State. The Governor and Council
notified President Laurens and the Maryland members of Con-
gress of the Assembly’s request, and shortly afterwards an as-
surance came from Congressman James Forbes that the money
would be provided. Before this, however—March 23—the
Legislature passed an Aect authorizing the Governor and Coun-
cil to appoint a Purchasing Agent in each County of the State
to buy up “{fat cattle, salted beef, pork, and bacon” for the
Continental Army.?** Two days later eighteen Agents were
appointed.

While the Legislature was considering the plan to facilitate
the purchase of meat, General Washington heard that clothing
had been collected in immense quantities throughout Maryland
and was ready for shipment to Valley Forge. The next task
that confronted the Commander-in-Chief was to find Army
wagons sufficient to haul the supplies from the Maryland bor-

121 Laws of Maryland, March 1778, Chapter V.
122 Laws of Maryland, March 1778, Chapter 1.



THE LIFE OF THOMAS JOHNSCN. 147

der to the winter encampment. He accordingly asked Governor
Johnson to provide for the transportation through southern
Pennsylvania.

In his request to the Governor, Washington said :122

GeNERAL WASHINGTON TO (GOVERNOR J OHNSON

Head Quarters 215t March, 1778.
Sir

I do myself the honour to inclose you a representation, made
to me by Mr. Chaloner, Dep’y Commissary of Purchases, upon
the difficulty under your present law, of procuring Waggons
to bring the public stores of Provision collected at the Head
of Elk and Middle Town in your State. The State of Penn-
sylvania has been already exceedingly harrassed in providing
teams, as we have drawn our Horses and Waggons almost totally
from them since the commencement of this disputé.

I would therefore wish, that you would lay this matter before
your Legislature and endeavour to procure an amendment to
the law, whereby a mode may be fallen upon to obtain a suffi-
cient number of Waggons to bring forward the stores at the
places above mentioned and in the neighborhood of them. Gov-
ernor Livingston lately did us the favour to procure a law of
the State of Jersey vesting him and the Council with powers
to impress any number of Waggons, to supply the Army in cases
of great emergency, and I assure you, that it is truly the case
now. If we do mot establish magazines in camp and near it
before our Reinforcements arrive, it will be impossible to sub-
sist our force when collected.

I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours, some little time
ago, informing me of the steps you had taken to procure us
a supply of Provision. I sincerely thank you, and hope I shall
find the same readiness in you to assist us with Carriages. As
one of the Gentlemen in the Commissary Department will wait

1238 Washington Manuscripts, Library of Congress, Vol. 74.
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upon you with this, he will inform you of the number wanting
at present.
I have the honour to be with great respect and Regard

Your Excelly’s Most Obt Servt

G°, WASHINGTOXN. *

*

The work of #ransporting supplies, however, was far less
difficult than securing them. ‘And Governor Johnson believed
that, no matter how large was the quantity of stores ready to
be hauled to camp, it was unwise to discontinue the search
for further supplies. Samuel Hughes, a member of the Legis-
lature, was authorized to proceed to New Orleans, by way of
the Ohio and the Mississippi, in quest of clothing and arms.
In a letter to the Governor of New Orleans,'* March 23rd,
the Governor of Maryland expressed the hope that, on ac-
count of the interruption of commerce with Europe, ¢ a mutual-
ly beneficial intercourse might take place between the Subjects
of his most Catholic Majesty and those of the States of Amer-
ica,” and gave assurance that any contract entered into by M.
Hughes would be “ acknowledged and made good by this State,
with a due sense of the obligation.”

The Maryland Council also appointed Joshua Johnson—a
brother of the Governor—as agent to purchase merchandise in
France, Holland and Spain. The Governor’s brother had also
been recommended on the floor of Congress by Forbes, of Mary-
land, for appointment as commercial agent of the United States,
but Congress decided to delegate the power of selecting the
agents to the American Commissioners in France—Benjamin
Franklin, Silas Deane and Arthur Lee.

‘As April, 1778, drew near, the Tories were assembling again
on the Eastern Shore; and, fearing that they might cause even
more trouble and delay in military preparations than they had
caused during his first Administration one year before, Gov-
ernor Johnson on April 6th sent a stirring Message to the Legis-

124 XVI Maryland Archives, 548.
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lature recommending that martial law be proclaimed in Somer-
set County. The Governor’s Message follows: 12°

“ (Gentlemen of the General Assembly:

“From the Letters received from Worcester and Somerset
Counties, which I have laid before you and the Conversations
I have had with People from thence as well as from the Insur-
rections some Time since, I am apprehensive that unless deci-
sive Measures are spéedily taken the Balance in Somerset Coun-
ty will be in Favor of our Enemies and Toryism. If that should
be the Case and our Friends are left under Apprehension of
suffering instantly all the Cruelties which brutal Rage can in-
flict—and the Enemies of their Country fear nothing but a slow
Prosecution for the atrocious Villanies, entertaining at the same
Time the Hope that their Guilt may be shielded by the Forms
incident to the Proceedings of Courts—Men’s Minds will be
influenced by the immediate Evil and the Consequent Influence
will probably extend much to the Prejudice of the State.

“T cannot therefore but entreat your Advice and Assistance
in a Matter which appears to me of so great Magnitude and
submit to your Consideration whether it will not be well, im-
mediately to order one hundred or one hundred and fifty of
the Militia from some of the other Counties, into Somerset to
do Duty there ’til a sufficient Regular Force can be raised for
that Service and to proclaim Martial Law in Somerset County
and erect a Court Martial competent to the Trial of Spies,
Piracies and such of our own People as may be taken in Arms,
with a Power of ordering the Execution of the Guilty without
waiting for the Assent of any other Authority.”

Upon receipt of the Message from the Governor, the Legis-
lature promptly enacted a measure intended to quell the Tories’
activities. According to the terms of the Act,'*® the Governor
and Council were authorized not only to call out the Militia

128 XXTI Maryland Archives, 11.
126 Laws of Maryland, March 1778, Chapter VIII.
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of Somerset and Caroline Counties and any other Counties that
might be “ disaffected,” but also, whenever necessary, to use the
Maryland war ships to cut off communication in the Chesapeake
between the Tories and the Enemy. The Act also provided for
a Court Martial, with legal authority to disarm any person who
failed to take the Oath of Allegiance to the State.

The Legislature also passed a statute authorizing the arrest
of any person considered dangerous by the Executive.'?” This
Act not only gave the Governor power to cause arrest on sus-
picion, but also denied to the prisoner the right of habeas cor-
pus. The Aect declared in its preamble that ““ in times of im-
minent danger it is necessary for the safety and protection of
the State that extraordinary powers be vested in the Governor
and Council, and it is at all times necessary that a proper re-
speet and regard be paid to the supreme Executive authority.”
On one occasion, a man named John Lawrence, who claimed
to be a citizen of the State of Pennsylvania, was asked to take
the Oath of Allegiance. The man not only refused to do so but
also made open threats of violence against Governor Johnson.
At a mass meeting, called at Annapolis to discuss the case, the
citizens decided that Lawrence would have to leave the eity.
The war powers of the Governor, however, were not greater than
the powers usually given to Executives in times of imminent
peril in American history. When Vallandingham, the Copper-
head leader in the Civil War, was tried by Court Martial, he
contended that he was arrested without due process of law and
without warrant from any judicial officer; but his sentence to
close confinement during the continuance of the war was ap-
proved by General Burnside. President Lincoln’s Proclama-
tion of September 24, 1862, declared that all persons interfering
with the progress of the war or giving aid and comfort to the
rebels should be subject to Court Martial ; and the judge of the
United States Distriet Court refused to release Vallandingham
in habeas corpus proceedings, declaring that “ the power of the

127 Laws of Maryland, March 1778, Chapter XIII.
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President undoubtedly implies the right to arrest persons who
hinder the military operations of the United States.”

And so, the patriots in Maryland seemed to have little trouble
in keeping the anti-American sentiment in check. The up-
risings of the Tories were confined mostly to the peninsula. In
the month of April, 1778, Congress received from General
Smallwood, stationed at Wilmington, the news of an insurrec-
tion in Delaware; and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, one of
the members of Congress, was asked to notify Governor Johnson
regarding the situation. In a letter from York, April 21,128
Mr. Carroll requested the Governor to call out 300 Maryland
militiamen to protect the stores along the Chesapeake.

Johnson did as requested. Likewise he tried to comply with
a number of other requests that came in rapid succession from
the members of Congress. Samuel Chase told how General
Howe had sent out from Philadelphia a cart load of hand-bills,
aimed to deceive the American people by inducing them to relax
their efforts “ with a prospect of peace” ; and requested Gov-
ernor Johnson to disclose the Enemy’s scheme by a statement
in the newspapers in order to “remove the baneful effects it
may have on the eredulous and weak among the people.™*2?
Carroll of Carrollton urged the Governor to “ employ some in-
genious writer to combat and expose the perfidiousness of our
Enemies,” and to rouse the people from lethargy.}®® Gov-
ernor Johnson received copies of the two bills in Parliament,
and Lord North’s speech concerning them, offering reconcilia-
tion to the United States; and the Governor undoubtedly agreed
with the opinion of Mr. Carroll that the Administration at Lon-
don had begun “to see the impracticability of reducing these
States, or of retaining them when reduced, in such a state of
subordination as to be useful to Great Britain,” and that the
enlargement of the Continental Army for the ensuing campaign
would hasten the day of Independence.’®® From Paca, Jenifer,
Plater and Henry came a request for five pieces of heavy cannon

128 XXT Maryland Arechives, 49. 130 Thid., 49.
129 Thid., 44. 131 7hid., 56.
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to aid General Washington in the defense of North River.?®*
And from Richard Henry Lee, Thomas McKean and William
Duer, members of a special committee of Congress, came a re-
quest to use the utmost vigilance to prevent the Tories on the
Eastern Shore from escaping on board British ships.*3® The
Governor and Council replied that the Militia had been power-
less to prevent the desertions on account of the lack of armed
vessels, and asked Congress for a supply of seamen to man the
Maryland gallies.?®* Virtually every letter from York, whether
depressing or cheering, contained a plea for succor. In one
letter, dated the third of May,'*® Samuel Chase, after declaring
that the Treaties with France, by acknowledging the independ-
ence of the United States, had given the new Government a
rank among the nations of the world, and after exhorting the
patriots to be grateful to God for * this singular unmerited
mark of His favour and protection,” in the same breath re-
quested the Governor to continue his exertions in support of
the war and especially to speed up the campaign for loans of
money to the Continent.

As the Spring advanced, conditions continued still further
to improve at Valley Forge. The loads of clothing and victuals
were received with delight by the needy soldiers, and Washing-
ton, who had breathed the spirit of patience into his soldiers,
now enthused them with the desire to enter upon a new cam-
paign. But when a Council of War was held on May 8th, it
was decided to wait until the plans of the Enemy were more
obvious before taking the field. “ To take the city (Philadel-
phia) by storm,” says Dr. Sparks, “ was impracticable without
a vastly superior force; and equally so to carry it by siege or
blockade, strongly fortified as it was by nature and artificial
works, and by vessels of war. Militia might be called out, but
it was uncertain in what numbers; and, however numerous, they
could not be depended on for such an enterprise. In every view
of the subject, therefore, weighty objections presented them-

133 Ibid., 74. 134 Thid., 106.
133 Ibid., 89. 135 Ibid., 64.
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selves against any scheme of offensive operations.” Accord-
ingly, in view of the hazardous situation of the stores along the
Chesapeake Bay, General Washington requested Governor John-
son to allow the Maryland Militia to remain for the time being
in Maryland. In his communication to Johnson at this time,
the Commander-in-Chief said: 13¢

GENERAL WasmiNgToN TO GOVERNOR JOENSON

Head Qur® Valley Forge
11th May, 1778.
Dr Sir

I was some little time past empowered by Congress to call
for 5000 Militia from the States of Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Maryland. This Resolve was, I believe, occasioned by a report,
which has proved groundless, that the Enemy intended suddenly
to evacuate Rhode Island, to draw part of their force from New
York, and attack this Army, before its expected reinforcements
arrived. Finding no immediate occasion for the Militia, I for-
bore to make the requisitions, except in a very small degree
from Jersey and Pennsylvania.

I know it is a very favourite scheme with many not ac-
quainted with the situation of our Magazines and the deranged
state of the two capital departments of Commissary and QuT
Mr Gen! which have not yet resumed a proper tone, to draw
together a great body of Militia in addition to our Continental
force and make an attack upon the Enemy in Philadelphia.
However much a measure of this kind is to be wished two
capital obstacles render it totally ineligible at present, the want
of Provisions (or means of transportation) and the uncertainty,
both with respect to time & numbers, of ohtaining the Recruits
for the Continental Regiments. The new Commissary General
is exerting himself, and I hope with the generous aids which
the States are giving him, that when grass fed cattle come in,
we shall be able to victual a very considerable foree, should a fair

136 Washington Manuscripts, Library of Congress, Vol. 74.
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opportunity offer of making a capital Blow against the Enemy.
But till these happen, you will plainly perceive, that it would
be fruitless to call out the Militia; it would be consumptive of
Public Stores, and disheartening to the People; who, finding
nothing done upon their first tour of duty, would perhaps come
out very unwillingly when there is real occasion for their ser-
vices. Abstracted from all these, is a consideration of equal,
if not greater magnitude, which is the immense loss suffered by
drawing out the farmer and tradesman until the moment of
necessity arrives.

I would therefore wish you to hold up an idea that the Ser-
vices of the Militia may probably be wanted and endeavour to
have a plan digested, by which a given number may be drawn
and armed, accoutred and ready for the field, upon the shortest
possible notice. Something upon the plan of the minute Bat-
talions and Companies formed at the commencement of this
war, might answer the end.

I need not point out to you the many advantages that will
result from having the Continental Battalions completed and
I therefore hope that you will persevere until yours are filled
either by recruits or drafts.

T have the honour to be
Sir Your Most Obt Sert

G©° WASHINGTON.

Within a few days, however, there appeared an entirely new
aspect of the situation. TFrom intelligence communicated by
spies and from various indications, it was suspected that the
British were preparing to leave Philadelphia. The Treaties
signed at Paris by the three American Commissioners were re-
garded at London as a declaration of war by France; and the
British Ministry saw the necessity of causing a change in the
plans of warfare in America. France, prepared for hostilities,
despatched a fleet across the Atlantic with the view of block-
ading the British squadron in the Delaware.

General Washington, wishing to be strengthened by the reg-



THE LIFE OF THOMAS JOHNSON. 155

ular forces at Wilmington, requested Governor Johnson to re-
lieve General Smallwood by sending forward 500 additional
Militia to guard the stores at the Head of Elk. Washington’s
letter to the Governor follows: 37

GenERAL WasHINGTON To (GOVERNOR JOHNSON

Head Quarters, Valley Forge,
17tk May, 17178.
My Dear Sir

From a number of concurring circumstances, there is reason
to believe that the Enemy mean to evacuate Philadelphia.

It is necessary, therefore, to draw together as great a force as
can be provided for, with the utmost expedition. But as several
of our out-posts covering Magazines and the like, cannot be re-
called without a body of Militia to act in their room, I am
obliged to request of the neighboring States a reinforcement
for this and other purposes. The requisition of Congress ex-
tends to 5000 Militia from the Jerseys, Pennsylvania and
Maryland.

A large compact body of regulars are wanted, and several
valuable intentions to be attended to at the same time. Gen-
eral Smallwood, who lays at Wilmington, covers a quantity of
stores at the Head of Elk. If he is withdrawn, the Enemy may
destroy our Magazine at that place.

I would imagine that five hundred Militia of your State would
be sufficient security, and proper restraint upon the Enemy on
that quarter. I would, therefore, beg of you to embody and
send forward five hundred of your Militia, equipped, and the
most contiguous to the Head of Elk. You may probably find
it most convenient to send them by ‘Companies.

The most expeditious way is certainly the best, and the sooner
they get to the Head of Elk, the sooner shall I have it in my
power to recall the garrison from Wilmington, and complete

137 David Ridgely, Annals of Annapolis, 263.
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such a body of Continental troops as may enable me to act
according to conjunctures.
I rely upon your particular assistance on this critical ocea-
sion, and am,
Dear Sir, with Respect and esteem,

Your Obt and very humble Sert
G° WASHINGTON.

When the emergency call for Militia reached Annapolis May
20th, the Governor, with the consent of the Council, ordered
out eleven companies, advising the County Lieutenants that
Washington had urged compliance with the requisition * with
great earnestness’” and with reasons “important and deci-
sive.” 138 The hope was expressed that the soldiers would march
to the Head of Elk “with cheerfulness and alertness,” and
assurance was given that the guard duty would be of short
duration. In order to prevent the possibility of delay, the Gov-
ernor also ordered Colonel Charles Rumsey, the Cecil County
Lieutenant, to collect for the same service an entire battalion,
to be discharged “ Company after Company, as the other Militia
arrive.” ¥  The Governor’s reply to Washington: 14

GoveERrNOR JOENsON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON

Annapolis 20t May 1778.

Dr Sir

I received your Letter of the 17th within these few Hours.
We had before ordered about 300 Militia, as Guards to the
Stores at & in the Neighbourhood of the Head of Elk. In Con-
sequence of 'your Letter, Orders are already gone to the Lieu-
tent of Cecil to call out a Battalion of that County on the same
Service, for three Companies from Baltimore and two from
each of the Counties of Kent, Cecil, Queen Ann’s & Harford,

138 XXT Maryland Archives, 99. 140 I'hid., 101,
189 Tbid., 100.
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the Cecil Battalion to be discharged as the Companies arrive.
The Orders are larger than your requisition, to prevent any
Inconveniencies from the whole Number not being so prompt
as desirable. Two Field Pieces such as we have with thirty two
Matrosses are also ordered.

‘Col® Rumsey of ‘Cecil is directed, as soon as he has 400 Men,
to advise Gen! Smallwood by Express, who is requested to for-
ward Information to you, to enable you to give such Orders
as you may judge proper. I hope the Orders from hence will
be executed with Alacrity and your Intentions take Place.

I St 1 e
With the greatest Respect, &°*

Ta. JouNsoN.

Before the close of May, the Commander-in-Chief had rea-
sons to believe that the British were planning to leave for New
York. In a letter to Washington, dated on the 22nd of May,
Governor Johnson stated that many Maryland people had asked
for permission to enter Philadelphia, but that the Council had
refused to recommend such passports except for three women.
“We were not satisfied,” wrote Johnson,**! ¢ of the propriety
of frequently suffering People to go in especially those who
wanted to return again and are unwilling to put the rejection
of their Importunities on you ; but the Earnestness with which
some sollicit and it’s being said that such Favors are frequently
granted at Head Quarters makes us desirous of knowing whe-
ther you think proper that such Applications, when we have
no particular suspicions, should be promoted by us and to whom
we shall refer then ultimately.” It was in reply to this in-
quiry that the Commander-in-Chief predicted the Continental
Army would soon again be in possession of Philadelphia.

Washington sent the desired advice to Johnson on May 29th.
¢ Satisfied that an intercourse with Philadelphia,” was the reply

141 Washington Manuscripts, Library of Congress, Vol. 74, 9715.
3
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from Valley Forge,** “would be productive of great disad-

vantages, I have endeavoured to prevent it, as far as I could;
and have not in any instance granted passports for that purpose,
but where the parties applying have been recommended, either
by some public body or by Gentlemen in whom I had entire
confidence ; and where the objects of the applications have been
materially interesting. Those whom you or the Council shall
think proper to recommend, will always meet with a ready in-
dulgence on my part; being convinced, that requests, not founded
in necessity or on circumstances of an interesting nature will
not be countenanced. The permits must be obtained at Head
Quarters, as the situation of the Army might make it expedient
on some occasions, to defer granting them for a short time.
From the present appearance of things, I flatter myself, we
shall not be obliged to use these restrictions much longer, and
that we shall be in full possession of the City. Every informa-
tion leads to this hope, and it is.generally imagined that New
York, in case of an evacuation will be the first place of ren-
dezvous of the Enemy now in this quarter.”

Washington’s predictions were correct. The British Minis-
try had resolved to order a sudden descent upon some of the
French possessions in the West Indies; and to aid in executing
this project, Sir Henry Clinton, who succeeded Sir William
Howe in command of his Majesty’s forces, was ordered to send
a large detachment of his forces to the South. ‘Clinton, however,
decided to mobilize his forces at New York; and as Admiral
Howe had already sailed out of the Delaware, Sir Henry pre-
pared to march with the main body of his army through New
Jersey. The British finally evacuated Philadelphia on the
morning of the 18th of June. Washington followed the Enemy
and on June 28th overtook them at Monmouth. It was here,
after the blunder of General Lee, that the Maryland troops
checked the advance of the red coats and enabled Washington
to recover the advantage.

142 XXT Maryland Archives, 115.
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And so, Maryland, during Governor Johnson’s second Ad-
ministration, played a large part in saving Washington’s Army
from disaster—holding it together at Valley Forge with ship-
ments of clothing and food, until relief came from France in
the spring of 1778.

Furthermore, in response to the call from Congress, the State
furnished considerably more than 3,000 regular troops during
the year 1778—a number, in proportion to the quota, one-third
greater than that furnished by any other State, excepting Dela-
ware. And in addition, many recruits were raised at this time
in Maryland for ““ Pulaski’s Legion.”

Indeed, at times it was felt that Maryland was doing more
than her share. When Lieut.-Col. Samuel Smith arrived in
York, in June, 1778, he presented to the Maryland Delegates
in Congress a message from the Governor and Council, com-
plaining that the Maryland troops in the regular army had re-
ceived practically no clothing from the Continental Commis-
sary Department. ‘ We have struggled all in our power,” wrote
the Council 142 “ but are tired of being taken in for a large share
of the public expense, which is enhanced too by the Continental
officers overbidding us, and providing separately for our own.
We request you to obtain an order of the Board of War on the
Commissary of Cloathing for 1000 suits of Cloaths, 2000 shirts
and 1500 blankets.” Carroll of Carrollton and Plater, who re-
ferred the complaint to the Board of War, expressed the opinion
that the soldiers would never again be exposed to the same dis-
tress they had hitherto suffered from want of clothing.'** And
Mr. Chase reported to Governor Johnson from Philadelphia in
July as follows: “ I do not believe our Army will want Cloathing
this year, it appears by the Returns of the Clothier General, that
we now have sufficient for 22,000 men.” 145

However, in September, as cool weather began to creep on,
Johnson received messages from the Maryland officers that they

143 XXT Marylond Archives, 120. 15 Thid., 155.
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were unable to secure clothing and blankets from the Continental
stores. And so, the Governor and Council, on September 17th,
once more wrote to the Maryland members of Congress demand-
ing that the boys from Maryland be given their proper propor-
tion of supplies. “It is high time,” wrote Johnson and his
Council,**® ““ that those, who were clad here in Linen, had cloth
and that they all had Blanketts. We yesterday purchased two
hundred Blanketts and have about four hundred suits of Cloaths
nearly made up, which we shall send to the Maryland Troops,
unless you can get them immediately furnished and shall pur-
chase, at any time what further may be necessary, for Policy
and Humanity bid us not to rely longer on the Cloathier Gen-
eral, and we shall charge the Cost, let it be what it will, to the
Continent.”

As General Washington continued to push toward the North
in pursuit of the British, the Governor of Maryland had less
opportunity to keep in close communication with the Army.
However, the General and the Governor tried at all times to
keep in touch with each other, as far as the circumstances of
war and slow transportation would permit. Their views always
seemed to coincide. On August 12th, 1778, Johnson sent a
message to Washington, recommending the reénlistment of the
“nine months’ men ” and weeks later the Governor received the
reply from the General that he approved of the plan and had,
in fact, suggested the plan to Congress. This message, penned
at White Plains, follows: 147 )

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOR JOHNSON

Head Quarters, White Plains
0% Agg 1778,
Sir
I am honoured with yours of the 12th instant. I very highly
approve of the determination of your Council, to reinlist the

146 XXT Maryland Archives, 206.
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nine month’s men at this period; if it is left undone, until the
time of their servic